1/18/22, 12:01 PM Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India
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death of around 10 elephants and deaths of more coverage exceeds 158.04

than a dozen people. Damage of over Rsl2 crore to crore

agricultural and horticultural crops had been 30 MORE UPDATES >

reported by the Sawantwadi forest division.
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From 2004 to 2008 repeated campaigns were
organised by Maharashtra forest department to
send elephants back to their natural habitat but it
did not prove successful in completely eliminating
the man-elephant conflict. Seven elephants
remained in Sindhudurg, of which three took
refuge in Kendre in the backwater of Tillari
reservoir and remaining four moved to the Kudal

area of which all four elephants were dead.

Currently a herd of four, with an injured male
tusker and a female elephant and the two calves,
entered Babarwadi in Hewale from Ker-Morle
forest of Dodamarg taluka. Sanket Naik from
Maneri, said, “Among the herd of four elephants
the tusker is injured and is seen roaming in the
forest along with the female elephant and two
calves. There is an urgent need of monitoring the
movement of these elephants as they may enter
into areas of human settlement of the Goa-
Maharashtra border. A decade ago elephants
from Tillari forest entered into Goa and created
havoc in villages of Bicholim, Bardez and Pernem

talukas.”

Deputy conservator of Sawantwadi forest division,
Shahaji Naranvar said, “Recently | had visited Tillari
region and | am planning a strategy to monitor
the movement of the elephants. | will inform our

staff to patrol the area.”
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1/18/22, 12:01 PM Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India
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1/18/22, 12:01 PM Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India
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from the Forest College and Research Institute in
Mettupalayam to find ways to increase fodder
availability for elephants and other herbivores by
planting native fodder grasses in lower slopes of
Western Ghat.

District forest officer of Coimbatore division D
Venkatesh said that the study, ‘Identification of
Native Fodder Grasses and Developing Mass
Multiplication techniques’, aims to prevent

elephant-human conflict.

The scientists aim to document native fodder
grasses and fodder trees in the Coimbatore
division. They will also assess the nutritive value of
grasses and trees, and standardize mass-

multiplication technology for such plants.

As many as 29 native fodder grass species,
including summer grass, broom grass and signal
grass were documented in Sirumugai forest. Slips
of the grasses were collected and raised in a

nursery for mass multiplication studies. As many

as 14 native fodder tree species were documented.

Seeds of giant thorny bamboo (Bambusa
bambos) and sacred fig (Ficus religiosa) were

collected and were sown in the nursery.

Seedlings of Malabar plum (Syzygium cumini),
portia tree (Thespesia populnea), white teak
(Gmelina arborea), anjan (Hardwickia binata) and
mahuwa (Madhuca latifolia) were planted in the
mother garden as fodder bank and also for mass

multiplication studies.

Leaf samples and plant parts from 29 grass
species and 14 tree species were shade-dried and
powdered for characterizing nutritional and anti-

nutritional values. The work is in progress.
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Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India

This tigress’ movements were earlier
photographed inside Tillari forests by a team of
wildlife researchers working under a joint project

by Bombay Natural History Society and Sahyadri
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Tillari region into the forests of Chorla Ghat area. A
wildlife enthusiast working for the last two

decades in the Mhadei region confirmed, “We got

images of this tigress on the camera trap in Chorla

Ghat in the summer of 2018 in the morning

session.”

After around four years, the tigress was camera-
trapped on June 30, 2021, in the Mhadei Wildlife

Sanctuary.

“We have given this tigress the name of TT7.
Through images taken via camera trap technique
it had been confirmed that a tigress from the
Tillari had moved into the Mhadei sanctuary. On
earlier occasions, it has been revealed that tigers
are moving from the forests of Maharashtra into
the Mhadei and Bhimgad Wildlife sanctuaries of

Goa and Karnataka respectively,” wildlife activist

working in the Tillari region Girish Punjabi told TOI.

Kolhapur forest division chief conservator V Ben
Clement said, “The Tillari forests are contiguous to
the Mhadei sanctuary and the Bhimgad
sanctuary. We will take up joint efforts to protect
tigers and monitor their movements with our

counterparts.”

Presently, the Tillari has the presence of TT2
female tigers and TT8 male tigers whereas the
Mhadei forests, besides TT7 tigress, has one male

tiger and one female tigress.

“As per the recommendations of the National
Tiger Conservation Authority, we have taken
various steps and mitigation measures for the
tiger conservation and protection,” North Goa
deputy conservator of forests (wildlife division)

Arulraj Jabestin said.
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Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India

Forest range officers Palaniraja (Mettupalayam
range), Senthilkumar (Sirumugai range),
Manoharan (Karamadai range) and police officials

led the rally.
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town and Kurumbanur village areas.

During the rally, police and forest department
officials urged the public and farmers not to chase
elephants by using crackers when they come out

of the forests and enter farmlands.

Around 40 personnel from the forest department

and police took part in the rally.

Mettupalayam forest ranger Palaniraja said
whenever elephants come out of the forest and
enter agricultural lands, farmers burst crackers to
chase away the animals leading to man-animal
conflicts. Instead, farmers should inform the forest
department. The frontline staff of the department
would reach the spot and send back the elephant

into the reserve forest.
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1/18/22, 12:01 PM Fears of man-animal conflict surface again in Tillari as elephant herd spotted | Goa News - Times of India
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